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ACCOUNT OF THE NINTH TOUR, 

December 1902 and January 1903. 


In response io the invitation of His Excellency 
the Viceroy to attend the Durbar held at Delhi on 
the 1st of January 1903 for celebrating tlio coro¬ 
nation of His Majesty the King Emperor, Edward 
VII, His Excellency the Lord Ampthill, g.c.i.e., 
accompanied by the members of his family and tho 
officers of bis staff noted below, left Madras by 
special train at 3-30 p.m. on Monday the 22nd 
December 1902 and reached the Delhi Central 
Camp Station at about 12 noon on Thursday 26th 
December. At the station His Excellency was met 
by Mr. Gordon Walker, I.C.S., Commissioner of 
Delhi, Major W. M. Campbell, Military Secretary, 
who had gone to Dolhi in advance to complete the 
arrangements of His Excellency’s Camp, Mr. A. R. 
Ivnapp, I.C.S., the officer in chargo of the Madras 
Provincial Camp, and Major Molesworth, I.M.S., His 
Excellency’s Surgeon in medical charge of His 
Excellency’s Camp. Their Excellencies drove to the 
camp escorted by a detachment of His Excellency’s 
Body Guard which had reached Delhi some days in 
advance. The next day the European guests of His 
Excellency arrived by special train from Madras. 
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The party that accompanied His Excellency to 
Delhi was as followsHer Excellency tie Lady 
Ampthill, 0.1., Emily Lady Ampthill, Hon’ble Con¬ 
stance Russell and Ilon’ble Romola Russell, Lady 
Mary Lygon, Lady Agnes Lygon, Hon’blo Yiolet 
Douglas Pennant, Mrs. Alan Daly, Major Hon’ble 
A. Russell, Hon’ble Theo. Russell, The Right Rev. 
Henry 'Whitehead, Bishop of Madras, Mr. L. M. 
Wynch, Esq., I.C.S., Private Secretary, and Captains 
R. D’A. Fife, Hon’ble R. Lygon, and R. L. Mathews, 
Aides-de-Camp. 

The following is a complete list of the private 
and official guests entertained by Their Excellencies 
at Delhi:— 

Guests. 

Ampthill, Emily Lady. 

Arbuthnot, Sir,Gco., Lady and Miss. 

Atkinson, I.aS., The Hon’ble Mr. J. N. and Mrs. 

Benson, I.C.S., The Hon’blo Mr. JustioeR. S. and 

Mrs. 

Laly, Mrs Alan. 

Douglas Pennant, Hon’ble Violet. 

Forties, I.C.S., The Hon’ble Mr. Gr. S. 

Gordon-Gilmour, c.it., L.S.O., Colonel II. G. and 
Lady Susan. 

Hodgson, Mr. H. P. 

Lygon,, Lady Mary. 

Lygon, Lady Agnes. 

Madras, The Right Re?. The Lord Bishop of. 

Molesworth, Mrs. 

Moore, Kt., c.i.e., Lieutenant-Colonel The Hon’ble 
Sir G. M. J 



Price, k.c s'.i, Sir J. F. 

Eussoll, Hon’ble Constance. 

llusseli, Hon’blo Eomola. 

Eussell, Major The Hon’blc Alick. 

Eussoll, Hon’ble Theo. 

Shelley, Major A. D. G. 

Sira, c.i.e., I.C.S., The Hon’blo Mr. H. A. 

Sinclair, c.s.i., Surgeon-General D. 

Spring, c.i.e. , The Hon’ble Mr. F. J. E. 

Strong, Captain N. B. G. 

Stuart, Tho Hon’ble Mr. G. H. and Mrs. 

Stuart, I.C.S., Mr. H. A. 

Thomson, c„s.i., I.C.S., The Hon’ble Mr. J., Mrs. and 
Miss. 

Thurston, Mr. E. 

White, The Hon’ble Sir C. A. 

Winterbotham, c.s.i., I.C.S., The Hon’ble Sir H. M., 
Mrs. and Miss. 

Staff. 

L. M. Wyneh, Esq., I.C.S., Private Secretary. 

Major W. M. Campbell, The Black Watch, Military 
Secretary. 

Captain E. D’A. Fife, Yorkshire Eegiment, Aide-de- 
Camp. 

Captain E. H. Dick Cunyngham, 21st Lancers, Aide- 
de-Camp. 

Captain Hon’ble pobert Lygon, Grenadier Guards, 
Extra Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain H. M. Martin, Somersetshire Light Infantry, 
Extra Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain E. L. Matthews, Monmouthshire Engineers, 
Extra Aide-de-Camp. 

'Captain E, K. Molesworth, E. E., Extra Aide-de- 
Camp. 
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Major W. Molcsworth, I.M.S., Surgeon to His Excel- 

lency. . 

Major F. C. Logan-Homo, Commanding His Excel¬ 
lency’s Body Guard. 

Captain H. C. Oakes, Adjutant, His Excellency’s 
Body Guard. 

Subadar-Major Shaikh Farid Bahadur, 1st Madras 
Lancers, Native Aide-ds-Camp. 

The principal events daring Their Excellencies’ 
stay at Delhi are detailed in the following diary 

Friday , 2 6th December 1902. -Arrival of European 
official guests from Madras. 

Saturday , 27** December 1902.- Garden Party to the 
Native gentlemen invited as guests of the Government. 

Sunday , 2Sth December 1902.—Their Excellencies 
attended divine service conducted by the Metropolitan in the 
Shamiana at the Viceroy’s Camp. 


Monday, 29 th December 1902,-State arrival of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Hie Royal Highness the Date 
of Connaught. 

Their Excellencies entertained a party of sixty-eight at 
dinner including His Excellency Lord Northeote, Governor of 
Bombay, Lady Northeote, His Honour Sir James LaTouehe, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the United Provinces of Agra and 
Oudh and Lady LaTouehe. 

Tuesday , 30 Mi December 1902.—Their Excellencies 
attended the opening of the Indian Aits Exhibition. 

Their Excellencies entertained a party cf seventy- 
one at dinner including His Honour Sir Charles Eivaz, 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab, Lady Bivaz, and 
His Honour Mr. James Bourdillon, Officiating Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. 
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Wednesday , 31s£ December 1902.—Visit of General 
Surawonga, representative of Siam at the Durbar. Visit of 
llis Excellency the Governor of the French Settlements in 
India. Visit of His Excellency the Governor-General of 
Portuguese India. Visit of His Highness the Maharaja of 
Kashmir and Jammu. 

Their Excellencies entertained a party of seventy-one 
at dinner including His Excellency the Viceroy, Her 
Excellency the Lady Curzon, His Excellency General 
Viscount Kitchener of Kartoum and the Vaal, Commander- 
in-Chief in India, and Sir George W olscley , Lieutenant- 
General Commanding the Forces, Madras. 

Thursday , 1st January 1903.—Their Excellencies at¬ 
tended the Durbar, and the State dinner at His Excellency 
the Viceroy’s Camp. 

Friday, 2nd January 1903.—Visit of His Highness the 
Maharaja of Kapurthala. Their Excellencies dined with 
His Excellency Lord Northcote, Governor of Bombay. 

Saturday , 3 rd January 1903,—Visit of His Honour 
Sir James LaTouche, Lieutenant-Governor of the United 
Provinces of Agra and Oudh, Visit of His Highness tho 
Maharaja of Travancore. Visit of His Highness the Raja of 
Cochin. Return visit to His Highness the Maharaja of 
Travancore. Assault-at-Arms. Investiture. 

Sunday , Ath January 1903.—Church servioo. 

Their Excellencies entertained a party of sixty-nine 
at dinner, including His Honour Sir Frederick Fryer, 
Lieutenant-Governor of Burma and Lady Fryer. 

Monday , 5 ill January 1903.—Review of Native Chiefs* 
Retainers, Assault-at-Arms. Their Excellencies dined with 
Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Curzon. Death 
of the Prince of A root. 
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Tuesday , Qth January 1903.—Return visit to His 
Highness the Raja of Cochin and the Maharaja of Kapur- 
thala. State ball. 

Wednesday, 7 th January 1903,—Masonic meeting. 

Thursday, 8th January 1903.—Review of troops. 

Their Excellencies entertained a party of seventy- 
seven at dinner including His Royal Highness The Duke 
of Connaught, Her Royal Highness The Duchess of 
Connaught, aud His Royal Highness The Grand Duke of 
Hesse. 

Friday, 9 th January 1903.—Polo, final match, and 
cveniog party to the Native Chiefs at the Viceroy's Camp. 
Their Excellencies dined with Sir Charles Rivaz and Lady 
Itivaz. 

Saturday, 10 th January 1903.—State departure of His 
Excellency the Viceroy and His Royal Highness The Duke 
of Connaught 

Detailed accounts of the several State functions will he 
found in the official history of the Durbar: they arc not 
therefore given here. 

Sunday, 1 \lh January 1903.—Ilis Excellency accom¬ 
panied by Her Excellency the Lady Ampthill, C.I., Emily 
Lady Ampthill, Hon’blc Constance Russell, Hon’ble Romola 
Russell, Lady Susan Gordon-Giimour, Lady Mary Lygon, 
Lady Agnes Lvgon, Major Hon’ble A. Russell, Hon'blo 
Tlieo. Russell, Mr. L. M. Wyneh, Private Secretary, Major 
W. M. Campbell, Military Secretary, Major and Mrs. 
Molesworth, and Captains Fife, Hon’blo R. Lygon, R. L. 
Mat' hews, and Dick Cunynghnm, Aidcs-de-Camp, left Delhi 
at 9-30 a m., by special train, ami made a halt of about 
seven hours at Agra in the afternoon to see the Taj Mahal, 
for which arrangements had been kindly rnado by Mr. Cobb, 
the Collector of Agra. After dining at the Railway Station, 


whist#,. 



JIIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR. 737 


and paying another visit to the Taj by moonlight, Their 
Excellencies resumed their journey to Madras and arrived 
at Central Station at 9 f.m. on Wednesday the 14th 
January, after an absence of about twenty-three days. The 
pai ty then drove to Government House, Madras, direct, 
llit special containing the remaining guests arrivod at 
Madras at about 7 a.m. on Thursday the 15th January, 
having loft Delhi at 9-30 f.m. on Sunday the 11th January. 
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TENTH TOUR OF HIS EXCELLENCE 
THE GOVERNOR. 


His Excellency The Governor. 

Her Excellency The Lady Amptuill, O.I. 

L. M. Wynch, Esq., I.C.S., Private Secretary . 
Major \\ . M. Campbell, Military Secretary. 
Major G. G. GrFFARD, Surgeon . 

Captain B. D’A. Fife, Aide-de-Camp. 

Captain R. L. Matthews, AiJe-de-Camp. 


I 
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DETAILED 


Month 

Day. 

Arr. 

Station. 

Time 

and 

Dftto 

or 

Dep. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

1903. 

]\lar 15 

1 

Sunday • . 

Dep. 

Madras 

• • 

10-0 

,, 16 

Monday .. 

Arr. 

Bowringpet .. 

6- 0 

• • 



Dep. 

Do, • . 

6-40 

• • 



Arr. 

Champion 

7-30 




Dep. 

Do. . . 1 

| 


2-45 



Arr. 

Bangalore Cantt. 

• • 

5-15 

„ 17 

Tuesday .. 

Dep * 

Banga'oro City. 

• • 

11-0 

18 

Wednesday. 

Arr. 

Maddnr .. 

About 

3-0 

O 0 



! Dep. 

Do. 

7-0 

0 • 



Arr. 

Sivasamudram. , 

j AM. 

• • 



Dep. 

Do. 

| .. 

P.M. 



Arr. 

Maddiir 

• ♦ 

P.M. 



Dep. 

1 

Do. 

•• 

About 

10-0 


• Her KjoeUeuoy, Kon'blo Constunoa Bussell *ud two members of 
on th <j 19ih looming. 
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PROGRAMME. 


Functions and Remarks. 


Bj M.R.C. Special train; departure private. 
Cliota Hazri. 


Arrival private. His Excellency will be met by the Pi wan, who 
will welcome His Excellency on behalf of His Highness, the 
Kesidont, the Secretaiy, Geological Department, and the 
Deputy Commissioner, Kolar District. His Excellency and 
party will inspect the surface works. Late Breakfast at Mai or 
Hancock s bungalow at about 11 a.m. 

By M.B.C. Special train ; departure private. 

^Excellency will be met by thd First 
Assistant Besident, the District Magistrate and the District 
Superintendent of Police, C. & M. Station. 

By S.M.R. ; departure private. 


Sleep in carriages. 

Drive. 

Breakfast at 10-30 a.m. See the Electric Works. 
Drive. 

Return in time for dinner. 


l Ho S ck!'nnt?r t C l! al train - Th . e S P ecial wlU Btop at French 
Kocks until the morning wnen Her Excellency’s carriatro 

arriving from Bangalore will be attached to tho Special. ° 


*“ "*" “ *“«•*»• »» d E.c.llency ,t F„«i, 
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DETAILED 


Month 

and 

Date. 


1903. 
Mar. 19 




20 


if 


21 


n 


22 



V 


24 


5> 


25 


Day. 


Thursday .. 


Friday 

•( 

Saturday . o 


Sunday 
Monday w 
Tuesday .. 


Wednesday. 


Arr. 

Station. 

.. Time. 

or 

Dep. 

A.M. 

P.M. 

Arr. 

Mysore 0 . 

8-0 

i 

• • ! 

1 

o • 

At Mysore 

o • 

0 9 

Dep. 

Mysore 

About 

G~0 

. • 

Arr. 

Shooting Camp. 

A.M. 

• • 

0 0 

At Shooting 

Camp. 

O Q 

• e 

Dep. 

Shooting Camp. 

ft • 

• » 

Arr. 

Mysore 

• A 

0 0 

Dep. 

Do. • * 

NOON 

12 

t » 

Arr. 

Bangalore City. 

♦ V 

6-£0 

Dep. 

Do. Cantt. 

• ft 

10-15 j 

1 

Arr. 

Madras .. 

7-20 

•• : 
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PRO GRAMME— coct. 


Functions and Remarks. 


A *vI»n P WlC ; , o Ils Highness the Maharaja pays a vieit to Ilis 
Excelltncy at 12 noon and His Excellency returns the visit at 
£> p.m. English mail closes here at or before 9 a.m. 

^aftenioon^ 110 ^ aU< ^ a v * s ^ *° Seringapatam in the 

H-Wleney returns to Bangalore on the morning of the 
At Heggadevanhot. 


By S.M.R. Special ; departure private. 
Arrival private. 

By M.R.C, Special ; departure private. 
Arrival private. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE TENTH TOUR, 


March 1908. 


Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Ampthill and 
StafFleft by special train at 10 f.m. on the 15th March 
for the Mysore Province on a visit to His Highness 
the Maharaja of Mysore. 


AT KOLAR GOLD TIELD. 


Ivolar Gold Field, 1 6th March. —His Excellency 
the Governor arrived at the Gold Field punctually 
at 7-30 a. 3i., and was met by Sir Donald Robertson, 
Resident in Mysore, Sir P. N. Krishna Murti, Diwan 
of Mysore, Major Hancock, Mr. F. C. Carr, Dr. 
Smeeth, Sir John Lambert, and Mr. T. E. Piercey. 
The Kolar Detachment of the Bangalore Volunteers 
under the Command of Captain Bullen furnished a 
Guard of Honour, and there was also present a body 
of Punjabi mine watchmen. His Excellency in¬ 
spected the Guard, among whom were many old 
soldiers with medals, and then drove with Sir Donald 
Robertson, Resident, Sir P. N. Krishna Murti, 
Diwan, and the Secretary, Geological Department, 
and other Mining Officials, to see the crushers, 
stamps, tailing, sifting and washing processes. The 
Cyanide processes were minutely inspected and the 
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electrical power house with the ** stepping up ” and 
“ stepping down ” of the current were elaborately 
and carefully explained to His Excellency. The 
whole assay work was carefully demonstrated from 
the powdered rock stage to the production of pure 
gold. A delicate chemical balance capable of 
weighing tthtoutt grain was explained. Tho 
smelting furnace, and the whole process of casting 
gold ingots—each worth £2,500 — were then shown. 
The Gold Field was in holiday attire for the occasion, 
triumphal arches and decorations being everywhere 
visible. Tho mine head and shaft were examined 
and explained, but His Excellency did not descend 
into the mine. 

There was a breakfast given at Major Hancock’s 
bungalow at which an amusing speech was made by 
Major Hancock, to which His Excellency made a 
graceful and humorous reply. 



AT BANGALOKE. 

Bangalore, 1 6th March .—His Excellency left the 
Gold Field at 2-45 p.m. and arrived at Bangalore 
at 5-15 p.m. Their Excellencies were met on the 
platform by Sir James Wolfe Murray, Commanding 
the Bangalore District, Mr. Lloyd, I.C.S., District 
Magistrate of Bangalore, Mr. Moss King, I.C.S., 
Assistant Resident, and a good many other prominent 
residents of the station. His Excellency and party 
then drove to the Residency direct. There was a 
St-ato dinner at the Residency at which General Sir 






James Wolfe Murray and the principal officers of the 
Garrison were present. 


A QUIET DAY. 

Bangalore, 17 th March. — The Gubernatorial 
party spent a quiet day at the Residency to-day. 

A Visit to the Lal Bagh. 

Their Excellencies visited the Lal Bagli with 
Sir Donald Robertson, the Resident, in tho cool of 
the evening. 

AT SI Y AS AM UDR A M. 

The Cauvery Power Scheme. 

Mysore, 19 th March . — The Governor accompa¬ 
nied by the Hon’ble Sir Donald Robertson, k.c.s.i., 
Resident, Major Gifford, I.M.S., Surgeon, and Cap¬ 
tain R. L. Matthews, Aide-de-Camp, left Bangalore 
by special train at 11-20 p.m., on the 17th and halted 
at Muddur early next morning. They arrived at 
Sivasamudram after a drive of 30 miles at 8 o’clock. 
The road was kept by the Police and the village 
watchmen. Muddur was en fete with flags and 
arches. In Malvalli town three large arches of 
bamboo and coloured cloth were put up, and red, 
greeu and yellow garlands were presented. All 
along the road there were poles bright with flags 
and arches of flags and thoranams. On arrival, 
breakfast was served at the Sivasamudram Public 
Works Department inspection bungalow. At about 
1 p.m. the party started on an inspection. The descent 
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of tlie cliff by a wire rope way is a sensation to the 
new comer on account of an alarming 400 feet 
drop. A derailment of an ascending car stopped 
the staff and party half way down, but this was 
soon put right. The Turbine-house and the current 
generating dynamos were minutely inspected by the 
Governor and were explained to His Excellency by 
the American Specialist, Mr. Gibbs, and Captain 
Traill, R.E. The party went up again to the 
Transformer House, similar to the one at Kolar. 
The current here is “ stepped up from 22,000 
volts to 30,000 for transmission. Mr. Gibbs 
explained all the mysteries of voltage, ampereage, 
Ohms, Watts, horse-power, etc. The inspection 
was over at 2-30 and after a rest and refreshments 
at 3-30 r.M., a start was made in carriages to the 
Falls which presented a very beautiful view from a 
projecting spur. Then a halt was made to see the 
river water used for power. The party then drove 
to the old stone bridge made of uncemented blocks 
which has stood the floods of 100 years, ihe drive 
back to Muddur took three hours. Mr. Gibbs and 
Captain Traill, and the Traffic Manager, Mr. Mercer, 
stayed to dinner which was served in camp neat* the 
station. The special train started at 10-30 P.ar. 
Lady Ampthill’s carriages arriving by mail train from 
Bangalore, were attached to the special at French 
Rocks at 6 a.m. in the morning. 


THE ARRIVAL AT MYSORE. 

The Governor and party arrived at Mysore at 
b a.m., the arrival being public and full dress being 


HIS EX CELLEy CY THE GOVERNOR. 7-19 

worn for the occasion. The Railway Station was 
ablaze with colour and the streets were lined with 
troops. Near the station were Military Bands, 
elephants, camels and the Mysore State Insignia. 
On the platform the Resident formally introduced 
to Bis Excellency the Diwan, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Desraj Urs and the Sirdars, the Members of Council 
and the Municipal Councillors. 

The party drove to Government House, the first 
carriage containing the Governor, the Resident, 
Major Campbell and Captain Fife, Aide-de-Camp; 
the second Lady Ampthill, the Hon’ble Constance 
Russell, Mr, Maconochie and Captain Matthews; and 
the third Messrs. Mo3S King, Wynch and Major 
Giffard. Government House was reached after a 
long drive through the streets of the town. 

THE DURBAR. 

At noon Mr. Moss King and Captain Fife were 
deputed to the Palace to escort His Highness the 
Maharaja to the Durbar, where he paid his State 
visit to His Excellency, at which full dress was 
worn. Chairs were arranged in a semi-circle, with 
the Mysore officials on the right and the Staff of the 
Governor of Madras on the left. 

THE PRESENTATIONS. 

The Resident presented in turn to the Governor 
the Diwan, the two Members of Council (Mr. V. P. 
Madhava Row and Mr. C. Srinivasa Iyengar), 
Lieutenant-Colonel Desraj Urs, Mr. Lakshmi 
Kantaraj llrs, the Rana Sahib of Wanna, and Mr. 
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Aga Jan. The Maharaja then received attar and 
pan as did all the members of his suite. The 
proceedings terminated with the (juard of Honour 
presenting arms and the Band playing the Mysore 
National Anthem. 

return VISIT to the maharaja. 

At 5 p.m., the Governor and Staff, in full dress, 
paid a visit to His Highness at the Durbar Hall in 
the Fort. The ceremony was similar to that of the 
morning and some more presentations were made 
which included the Principal of the Maharaja’s 
College, the Physician to His Highness, the District 
Judge and others. 

A STATE BANQUET. 

There was a State Banquet at Government 
House at 8 p.m. 


AT MYSORE. 

Mysore, 20 th March .—This morning His Excel¬ 
lency the Governor, accompanied by the Resident 

and Staff, drove through the town to His Highness 
the Maharaja’s stables, where over 100 horses were 
inspected. 

They then walked to the Zoological Gardens, 
the Superintendent of the gardens conducting the 
party round. His Excellency was much interested 
in seeing five fine tigers in one cage. The party then 
drove to the Palace. 

The plans and structural designs of the new 
Palace were explained to the Governor by Mr. 




Raghava Naidu ? Superintendent of Works. The 
new wing of the Palace is to cost some Rs. 25 
lakhs and is rapidly rising. His Excellency closely 
inspected the stone carving in every stage. The 
wood, stone and ivory in-laying works were seen 
in all their stages, and the massive silver rdpousse 
panels for the hall doors were shown to the party. 

The carved stone pedestal for the King’s statue, 
to be erected on the Mount Road, Madras, which is 
being made here, is nearly ready. 

This evening the Governor and party drove to 
Seringapatam and inspected Tippu’s tomb, the 
Dariah Daulat Bagh, the Fort, the dungeons, the 
breach, etc. . The Resident explained their history 
and pointed out the places of interest. 

Mysore town was again illuminated and also the 
outskirts of the city for more than a mile round. 

At the banquet at Government House, the Resi¬ 
dent introduced the principal European residents to 
His Excellency. 

After drinking the King’s health, the Resident 
proposed the Governor’s health in a short speech, 
emphasising the cordial relations existing between 
Mysore and the great Southern Presidency. 

His Excellency replied, hoping that these rela¬ 
tions might long continue and be cemented by a close 
personal friendship between the respective rulers. 

The town was illuminated. The Maharaja did 
not appear at the banquet. 
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Mysore, 21 st March .—The Governor left this 
morning with Major Campbell, and Captains Fife and 
Matthews for the shooting Camp. 

LADY AMPTHILL’S RETURN TO 
BANGALORE. 

Her Excellency, the Resident, Mr. TVynch and 
Major Giffard, I.M.S., left for Bangalore this even¬ 
ing, Mr. Wynch returning to Madras from Bangalore 
on the 24th, a day in advance of His Excellency. 


Madras, 25 th March .—Their Excellencies Lord 
and Lady Ampthill returned to Madras by special 
train from Bangalore at 7-30 this morning. The 
arrival was private. A salute of 17 guns was fired 
by the Military authorities. His Excellency unfor¬ 
tunately got no sport at the Shikar Camp near 
Mysore, though Captain Fife managed to shoot a 
panther. No other game was seen. 




MIN isr^ 




ELEVENTH TOUR OF HIS EXCEL¬ 
LENCY THE GOVERNOR. 


The party accompanying His Excellency was as follows : — 

L. M. Wynch, Esq., I.O.S., Private Secretary. 
Captain the Hon’ble E. Lygox, Aide-de-Camp. 
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DETAILED 


Month and 
Date. 

Day of tho 
Week. 

Arr. 

or 

Dep. 

Station. 

1903. 




March 29 .. 

Sunday 

Dep. 

Madras .. • • 

n 30 • . 

Monday 

Arr. 

Madura J. 



Dep. 

Do. 



Arr. 

Mandapain • • 

n 31 . . 

Tuesday 

Dep. 

Do. 



Ait. 

Port Amptliill 



Dep. 

Do* • • 



Air. 

Pamban 



Dep. 

Do. «• • • 



Arr. 

Mandapain .. 

April 1 

Wednesday .. 

Dep. 

Do. «• «* 



Arr. 

Madura J. 



Dep. 

Do. 

,, 2 «• 

Thursday 

Arr. 

Madras 


AM?.- All arrivals nnd departures above were private 
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programme. 


Time. 


A.M. 

r.M. 

Remarks. 


6 ~ 15 

By Fast Mail, South Indiau Railway. 

11-0 

12-15 

By South Indian Railway SpeciaL 

70 

5 0 

• • 

By launch. 

8-30 

• 0 


9-0 

1 # 


10-30 

.. 


0 0 

4-0 

By launch. 

• • 

9-35 

F.M. 

By South Indian Railway Special. 

• • 

2-35 


0 • 

3-0 

By South Indian Railway Fast Mail. 

7-45 

• 0 
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ACCOUNT OF THE ELEVENTH TOUR, 


March and April H>03. 


THE DEPARTURE FROM MADRAS. 

Madras, 30 th March —His Excellency Lord 
Ampthill accompanied by Mr. L. M. Wynch, Private 
Secretary, and Captain the Hon ble It. Lygon, 
Aide-de-Carap, left Madras last night by the South 
Indian Railway for Pamban. The departure was 
private. Mr. J. Twigg, Collector of Madras, and 
Mr. C. H. Travers, Acting Commissioner of Police, 
were present on the platform, and Mr. P. Fawcett, 
Superintendent, Government Railway Police, also 
accompanied the party. A large body of head 
constables belonging to the Railway Police, who 
are now attending the Ambulance class in Madras, 
paraded on the platform under Inspector Jay Singh- 
The usual salute announcing His Excellency’s 
departure was fired by the Royal Garrison Artillery 
this morning. 


TITE PAMBAN PROJECT. 

Inspection op the Site. 

Mandapam, 31 £ t March .—His Excellency the 
Governor accompanied by Mr. L. M. Wynch, 
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I. C.S., Private Secretary, and Captain tlie Hou’ble 

II. Lygon, Aide-de-Camp, arrived here from Madras 
yesterday evening. The party reached Madura at 
11 a.m. by the fast mail train and was joined by 
Mr. C. G. Todhunter, the Collector of Maduva, 
Major A. D. G. Shelley, R.E., Agent and Manager 
of the South Indian Railway, Mr. T. Michell, Engi¬ 
neer-in-Chief, Madura-Pamban Railway, Mr. H. F. 
Wilkinson, District Superintendent of Police, 
Madura, and Mr. R. Sanger, District Traffic 
Superintendent. After breakfast at the station, 
His Excellency and party entered a special train 
and left for Pamban a little after 12 noon. Lunch 
was sei ved for the party in the special train whiih 
reached Mandapam, the terminal station of this new 
and important branch line at 5 r.M. Here His 
Excellency was mot at the station by Mr. J. R. 
Huggms, Head Assistant Magistrate of the Ramnad 
Division, Rajayajaswara Dorai Rajah and his brother, 
the minor sons of the Rajah of Ramnad, Mr. C. K. 
Subramaniya Iyer. Assistant Superintendent of 
Police, Mr. Kasim Mahomed Marakayar and Mr. G. 
Govinda Rao, the Agent of the Lessees of the 
Ramnad Zamindari. A fter a few words with those 
present, the party adjourned to the Railway Rest- 
house which had been fitted up in excellent style for 
His Excellency’s accommodation during his short 
stay here. The other members who formed the 
party were all accommodated in tents pitched near 
the rest-house, the camp commanding the best 
situation on the beach, facing the Gulf of Mftnaar. 
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Tortle-tcjr'nixg on Hare Island. 

They next proceeded on a trip in the steam launch 
Ramesivaram, to Hare Island, about six miles to the 
south-west of Mandapam. This island belongs to 
Mr. Kasim Mahomed Marakayar, a big merchant 
and landholder of Mandapam, who carries on cattle 
breeding and sheep-rearing there. It is called 
Musal Island by the natives, because of the large 
number of hares which are to be found there. 
Turtles abound all round the island and grow to pro¬ 
digious size, and turtle-turning affords an amusing 
pastime to those who travel thither. His Excellency’s 
visit was mainly to witness this amusing spectacle, 
and it proved a complete success. Female turtles 
generally come out on land during moon-liglit*nights 
to lay eggs. Before they can get back into the sea 
they are intercepted and turned on to their backs. 
Once they are so turned they present an absolutely 
helpless appearance and kick their legs about, throw¬ 
ing up sand all around. Some turtles had been 
caught and kept for the purpose of beiug exhibited 
to His Excellency. They were turned on their 
backs and eventually let go into the water. The 
party had tea on the island in a tent which bad been 
pitched there. Ad interesting fact in connection 
with Hare Island, is that several years ago Captain 
Dundas Taylor of the Indian Marine Department, 
who wrote many interesting papers on these small 
Islands in the Gulf, advocated the cutting of a ship 
canal across the mainland which should begin with 
its mouth opposite this island. He argued that 
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there was deep and good anchorage there and that 
a ship canal might with success be dug across to 
Muttupet Port on the coast of the Bay. Captain 
Dunda3 Taylor is said to have written in prophetic 
vein about several projects and proposals concerning 
the potentialities' of this part of the sea coast, many 
of which are reported to have been realised. For 
one thing he is said to have advocated the construc¬ 
tion of a lighthouse on Minicoy Island, and it has 
now r been in existence for years. Mr. Kasim Maho¬ 
med Marakayar, the proprietor of Hare Island, 
accompanied His Excellency and showed him every¬ 
thing that was of interest to be seen on his seagirt 
little estate. The party returned to camp at 9 r.M., 
late for dinner, but the interesting character of the 
visit compensated in a measure for the lateness of 
the dinner. 

THE PROPOSED SHIP CANAL. 

At 7 a.m., to-day Mr. Mansfield, the local Agent 
of the Madura Company, was ready with his steam 
launch, which had .been placed at His Excellency s 
disposal' at the temporary jetty ,erected by the 
Railway authorities in front of the camp. At 8 a.m. 
His Excellency accompanied by Mr. Wynch, Captain 
the Hon’ble R. Lygon, Mr. C. G. Todhunter, Major 
A. D. G. Shelley, Mr; T. Michell, Captain J. Batt, 
the Port Officer, and Mr. J. R. Huggins went on 
board and steamed down the southern coast of the 
Puraban Island up to Kundugal Point—whence the 
proposed ship canal is to be dug across the land 
connecting the Gulf of Manaar on the south with 
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tlie Bay of Bengal on the north. Kundugal Point— 
which, from the moment of His Excellency’s visit 
to it, has been happily named Port Ampthill—was 
marked by a triumphal arch erected on the spot; 
and the southern approach to the proposed canal, 
was marked out with flags and buoys for His Excel¬ 
lency’s inspection. At Port Ampthill Mr. J. T. 
Lewis, the Executive Engineer of the South Indian 
Railway, in immediate charge of the proposed 
scheme, came on board the boat with plans and 
drawings of the canal which he, in company with 
Mr. Michell, explained in great detail to His Excel¬ 
lency who followed them with keen interest. The 
launch’s head was then turned to proceed north 
by the present Pdmban passage along the coast to 
Karnesvaram. 

Pi MDAX. 

Jn connection with Pdmban, the following is a 
short account of the island taken from the Handbook 
to the Ports on the Coast of India between Calcutta 
and Bombay, by Lieutenant H. S. Brown, R.N.R., a 
Pore Officer in the Madras Marine Department:— 

'* Pamban takes its name from the Vernacular 
word pambu, a snake, said to be named from the 
character of the channel. In eaidy days this gap 
was probably bridged by a continuous isthmus ; and 
it is related in the ancient records preserved in the 
temple of Rdmdsvaram, that in the year 1480 a 
violent storm breached the isthmus and that despite 
efforts to restore the connection, subsequent storms 
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rendered the breach permanent. The passage was 
formerly impracticable for ships, being obstructed 
by two parallel ridges of rock about 140 yards 
apart. Sir Arthur Cotton surveyed it in 1822 and 
the operations for deepening and widening the 
channel commenced in 1838 and have been con¬ 
tinued ever since. In 1844 the channel was 
deepened to 8 feot at low water, and two small 
gunboats passed through. Ten years later the 
uniform depth was 10^ feet at low water springs, 
and the total expenditure up to that time was 
over £32,000 sterling. The main channel, through 
the longer reefs of rocks, has now been carried 
to a minimum depth of 14 feet. Its length is 
4,232 feet with a width of 80 feet. There is a second 
passage to the south of the main one, called Kelkari 
passage, which is 2,100 feet long and 160 feet wide, 
and has been dredged through a sand bank tq the 
depth of 12 feet. 

“ The traffic passing by the Pamban passage is 
mostly of a coasting nature, between Ceylon and the 
mainland. The small coasting steamers of the 
British India and Ceylon Steamship Companies use 
the Pass weekly, and hundreds of native craft of all 
rigs and sizes pass through to and from Chittagong, 
Burma and East Coast parts, to the ports in Malabar 
and South Canara on the West Coast.” 

History op tub Canal Project. 

The present proposal as already mentioned is to 
dig a Ship canal across the Island of Pdrnban, so as 
to give improved facilities in the way of harbour 
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accommodation and bring about improvement of the 
navigation generally round the south of India. Up 
to the present time, the only means of access fiom 
the Gulf of Manaar to Palk Bay is through the 
Parnban Pass which is an artificial channel cut 
through the reef, popularly known as Ramien’s 
anicut, for about 150 feet in width, which has been 
deepened to about 13 feet since 1837 ; but from its 
tortuous character, liability to silt up from cross 
currents and from the strong through currents at 
the Pass caused by wind and tide, the Pass is not 
suitable for a large ship canal. Several schemes for 
a ship canal to connect the Gulf with the Bay were 
proposed at long intervals in previous years. That 
of Captain A. Dundas Taylor, mentioned in connec¬ 
tion with Hare Island, was abandoned on account 
of its prohibitive cost and the scheme was never 
seriously considered. The next proposal was by 
Mr. Townshend, of Plymouth, to deepen the present 
channel for the passage of large vessels at' a cost of 
£1,386,000, but the scheme was rejected as outside 
practical considerations on account of its exposure 
to cross currents and as affording no possibility of 
erecting wharves alongside for ships to coal or to 
take in and discharge eargo. In 1862, a Parliament¬ 
ary Committee was appointed at the request of Sir 
J. D. Elphinstone, Bart., to report on the site for 
a canal across the Island of Ram&svaram and 
it recommended one which was almost identical 
with that selected afterwards by Mr. Stoddart, 
Chief Assistant to the Surveyor-General in Ceylon, 
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situated two miles east of Pamban and crossing the 
island in a straight northerly direction. In the 
following year Sir William Denison, R.E., Acting 
Governor of Madras, recommended, as a result of 
his visit to Pdmban, a site about a mile further 
east from that recommended by the Committee. In 
1872 Mr. George Robertson, Harbour Engineer for 
India, visited Pamban and selected a new site about 
a mile from Pamban, with its southern entrance 
well within the protection: of the Cure suddy and 
Shingle Islands leaving the northern entrance quite 
unprotected. Mrl'Robertson’s scheme was, of course, 
not adopted, but one point in his report is of par¬ 
ticular interest, viz., the statement: “ It is rather 
remarkable to think that Ramesvaram, a barren 
island, not connected with Ceylon or India by road 
or rail, will be the only point in the peninsula of 
India from Calcutta to Karachi (not excepting Bom¬ 
bay in its present want of ship accommodation), 
where a large vessel will be able toland and discharge 
her cargo direct or to a quay without the intervention 
of cargo boats.” Subsequently, two other schemes 
were proposed, but were never taken into serious 
consideration with the object of putting their prac¬ 
ticability to the test. The successful completion 
recently achieved, of the Madura-Pamban Railway, 
has again brought into prominence the question of 
a ship canal across the island which has engaged 
the minds of Engineering and Marine experts for 
nearly a century. It has been left to Mr. T. Mich ell, 
the Engineor-in-Chief, under whose able personal 
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direction tlie Madura-Pamban line was constructed, 
to tackle this great problem of the ship canal again. 

The Proposed Scheme. 

The present scheme for which Mr. Michell is 
mainly responsible deals with the extension of the 
new Madura-Pamban line to Iiumdsvaram and the 
opening of a canal across the island. It is proposed 
to carry the railway to Pamban over the reef which 
extends in a straight line from Toni Turai, on the 
west, to Pamban, on the east. But this is in a 
large measure associated with and dependent on the 
canal scheme. 

The proposed canal will run in a north-easterly 
direction from a point half a mile to the west of the 
East Port beacon, or about 4 miles from the west 
coast of Pdmban. The length of it will be about 

miles or about 3£ miles including its approaches 
on the north and south. Its bottom width will bo 
80 feet, the same as the width of the Suez Canal, the 
depth being 30 feet. At the southern entrance to 
the canal on the western side, it is proposed to 
construct a wharf wall 2,500 feet in length alongside 
of which vessels will be enabled to come and dis¬ 
charge cargo as well as receive it. At present it is 
proposed to provide berths for five vessels, but if in 
future there were to be any larger demand for ad¬ 
ditional berths, these could be easily met by widening 
the canal and extending the wharf wall. About 
half way up the canal, on the same side as the wharf 
wall, provision will be made for a coal depot in which 
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can be stocked 50,000 tons of coal. Opposite the 
coal depot it is proposed to widen the canal so as to 
form a turning basin to allow of vessels being turned 
by warps. At each end of the canal moles will be 
built in order to keep the entrance free from sand, 
and lights will be put at the end of the moles so as to 
guide vessels coming into the canal. It is proposed 
to put a rubble bank right across the reef and block 
up the present channel connecting Palk Straits with 
the Gulf of Manaar, only providing a small channel at 
the eastern end of the reef near Pdmban to enable 
small country boats to go from one sea to the other. 
This channel will be spanned by a bridge of 20 feet 
under which boats can pas3 by lowering their masts. 
At Pdmban there will be a flag station. The line 
will then run from Pdmban in an easterly direction 
towards the village of Tangacliimadam between two 
to three miles from Pdmban on the western bank of 
the canal. At the southern end of the canal a sta¬ 
tion will be erected for the accommodation of pas¬ 
senger traffic, cooly traffic and goods. This station 
will be for the accommodation of the steamboat which 
it is proposed to ply daily between the new harbour 
and Ceylon, so that passengers will be able to step 
direct from the wharf on to the ship and vice versa 
without having to undergo inconveniences experi¬ 
enced in landing at ports like Tuticorin. Above, to 
the north of the station, there will be a large goods 
station which will be connected with Tangachima- 
dam and the goods yard will be built with electric 
travelling crane? for the purpose of transferring 
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cargo from ship to wagons direct. It is proposed 
that this goods yard should have three large ware¬ 
houses and one bonded warehouse and also be fitted 
up with the most modern scientific appliances, 
all the machinery being worked by electricity. 
Immediately to the north of this will be the coal 
depot as already stated. The line will proceed from 
Tangachimadam by crossing the proposed ship canal 
over a swing bridge and go direct to the town of 
Rdmdsvaram where special accommodation will be 
provided for pilgrim traffic. Where the railway 
crosses the canal, it is proposed to establish a ferry 
similar to that at El Kantara on the Suez Canal. 


The Advantages op the Project. 

The construction of the proposed ship canal 
across the island will have most far-reaching effects 
on the trade of South India and on the navigation 
round the south of India. It is hoped, in fact it 
can with confidence be anticipated that, when the 
canal is completed, ail vessels plying between,the 
ports’ of Madras, Calcutta and Rangoon and all 
ports on the West trading with Madras, Calcutta 
and Burma, will go through the canal, thereby 
saving 200 or 300 miles of journey. The islands of 
Ramdsvaram and Manaar with the shallows of 
Adam’s Bridge and the Pdmban reef which inter¬ 
vene, offer an effective barrier between India and 
Ceylon, and block out the direct route for all ship¬ 
ping between Europe and the ports in the Bay of 
Bengal. Thus large vessels are forced to make a 
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long detour round the southern end of Ceylon. The 
direct route, which is blocked at present, has the 
great advantage of being a sheltered one, and also 
of being free from uncertain currents, while the 
journey round Ceylon under existing conditions 
lias, besides being unsheltered, always been a com¬ 
paratively stormy one, attended by all the inconveni¬ 
ences and dangers of uncertain currents. Another 
great advantage of the proposed canal is that it will 
enable vessels proceeding to the ports of Madras, 
Calcutta and Rangoon to coal at a minimum cost, 
as there *will be no charges for lighterage, as in tho 
case of Colombo and Port Said. Besides, the coal¬ 
ing can be done from the wharf in an absolutely 
protected position instead of it being done under 
more or less exposed conditions as in nearly all 
East India ports. It is expected that the receipts 
from the canal and harbour traffic will pay a very 
handsome dividend on the outlay, whatever that 
works out to be. 

When the Indo-Cevlon Railways are linked up, 
as they may be in the remote future as part of an 
Imperial scheme, P&mban will play a most pro¬ 
minent part as an important and big naval base in 
the east. But even as it is, when the proposed 
ship canal is carried out, Pdmban will prove to be 
a very popular port with vessels on account of 
the many facilities which it will offer to them. It 
will in every way be a superior and safe port for 
the imports and exports of Southern India. The 
saving of distance to steamers now having to call 
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at Colombo for coal, but coaling at the proposed 
canal when it is completed, will be, in the case of 
vessels to Madras 350 knots, to Calcutta 250 knots 
and to Rangoon 115 knots, while to steamers not 
now calling at Colombo the saving will be 40 knots 
less all round in the case of these ports. To steam¬ 
ers coming from Bombay or Karachi to Madras, 
Calcutta or Rangoon, the saving of distance will be 
in. the case of steamers having to call at Colombo 
for coal 365, 265 and 130 knots, respectively, whilo 
in the case of those not calling at Colombo, it will 
be 30 knots less than in the previous case, viz., 335, 
235 and 100 knots, respectively. The new harbour 
of Port Amptliill will bo well protected, for there 
are, in the immediate south, a series of small islands 
at short intervals connected bv natural reefs which 
serve as splendid break-waters giving protection to 
the harbour in the south-west monsoon. 

No small measure of credit is due to Mr. Michell 
and Mr. J. T. ’Lewis, the Executive Engiuoer, for 
the great trouble they have taken in thoroughly 
investigating every detail connected with this 
seneme about the feasibility and importance of which 
they speak with great confidence and enthusiasm — 
confidence and enthusiasm which will be conceded 
to be thoroughly well justified when one knows that 
these gentlemen have left no part of the scheme 
unconsidered in any of its bearings, not even in the 
minutest detail. And when the scheme is approved 
and sanctioned for execution, Messrs. Michell and 
Lewis will have done a great deal to earn the 
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gratitude of South India generally and that of the 
mercantile and trading communities in particular. 
In a few days a full report on the project based on 
the survey of 1902 will be issued and it is expected 
to contain interesting und full details. 

THE VISIT TO BAMESVABAM. 

To resume the account of His Excellency’s trip in 
the steam launch. After passing through the present 
Pilmban Pass, the launch proceeded in a north¬ 
easterly direction along the coast to the town of 
Rdmesvaram, which was reached at 12 noon, ldis 
Excellency and party landed at a temporary jetty, 
improvised for the occasion, opposite to the great 
temple. At the head of the jetty His Excellency was 
met by a small body of the loading residents of 
Rarnesvaram headed by Mr. Ibrahim Sah Marakayar, 
whose influence and popularity in the island have 
won for him the proud name of “ Rarnesvaram 
Marakayar.” His Excellency was garlanded and 
welcomed under a gorgeous pandal erected in front 
of a mandapam, and driven over to the temple which 
was a short distance to the west of the jetty. Here 
he was received under a canopy of richly brocaded 
gold and silk cloth supported on silver posts, and 
presented with a long address which referred with 
considerable pride to His Excellency’s visit to 
Rarnesvaram. “ The inhabitants of this island in 
the Indian seas, ” said the address, “ are proud to 
think that, while our British brethren in the Isle of 
Man in the British seas had the honour for the first 
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time in their history of welcoming our most gracious 
Sovereign Lord amidst them, we have had similarly for 
the first time in our history the honour of welcoming 
amidst us the Representative of that Sovereign in 
Your Excellency’s person.” The address also dwelt 
on the importance of Ramesvaram as one of the 
most sacred places of pilgrimage to 'Hindus through¬ 
out India. No pilgrimage to Benares or any other 
sacred spot in India is complete in the eyes of Hindus 
without a pilgrimage to the confluence of the two 
seas—, namely, a point on the coast of the island 
about 18 miles to the east of Rdradsvaram. Almost 
every inch of the island and its approaches are 
associated with the sacred name of the great Rama, 
the divine hero of the Ramayana ; and the history of 
the island therefore dates back over 5,000 years. 
During all this long period Hindus have held tho 
sacred shrine of Ramesvaram in the highest estima¬ 
tion. In fact a life career which does not include a 
visit to Rd.m<5svaram and Kasi, or Benares, cannot 
be a meritorious one to a pious Hindu. Any Hindu 
who in any way assists a pilgrim bound for these holy 
places or contributes to his comforts during his Tong 
period of pilgrimage is also considered to have done 
a good and holy deed worthy of imitation by others. 
It is this inborn feeling akin to sacred religious 
obligation which accounts for the hundreds of 
ehnttrams or free boarding houses all over the Madura 
country along the route to Ramesvaram. These 
chuttrams were liboi’ally endowed, in times gone by, 
by charitably inclined and pious Hindu Rajahs and, 
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noblemen, and hare for centuries been largely appre¬ 
ciated by millions of pilgrims. The .Rajah of Ramnad 
is the horeditary guardian of the “ Setu” or Causeway, 
*■ the Setupati ” or “ Lord of the Setu.” According 
to Hindu tradition, a very remote ancestor of the 
present Rajah of Ramuad, at the dawn of Hindu 
civilisation, is said to have received at the hands 
of the divine Rama himself, the noble commission 
of keeping watch and ward over the millions of 
pilgrims who resort to Rdmdsvaram from every 
part of India, including far away Cashmere and 
Nepal. Be it said to the credit and fame of the 
Setupatis, that speaking generally they discharged 
the functions of their sacred office with religious 
devotion and care. The latest proof of this given 
by the present Setupati is the establishment of a 
chuttram at Mandapam railway terminus where 
daily several hundreds of pilgrims are treated with 
great kindness and consideration by a superintend¬ 
ent appointed by the Rajah. 

THE MADUBA-PAMBAN BAILWAY. 

Despite the holy character and importance of 
Ramesvavaru of which its inhabitants are justly 
proud they have not been slow to recognise the 
value of blessings which have ever followed the wake 
of British rulo and Western civilisation in this 
country. Especially loud are they in their praises 
when railways are extended to places of pilgrimage, 
as in the case of Rrimdsvaram. A journey to this 
sacred shrine which occupied as many as five days 
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from Madura is made now in five hours without auy 
of the great inconveniences and discomforts which 
were a marked feature of the old order of things. 
This blessing of railway is the subject of grateful 
talk among the inhabitants of the island who were, 
shut out for centuries from easy communication 
with other parts of India. The townspeople of' 
Ramesvaram referred in their address “ to the great 
pleasure it gives us to note that the great Pamban 
Harbour Scheme and the proposed connection of 
* India’s Utmost Isle’ with the mainland by thelndo- 
Ceylon Railway, both of which schemes are fraught 
with unspeakable blessings to the people of India, not - 
to speak of Imperial and Commercial interests, are to 
be inaugurated during Your Excellency’s memorable 
regime and in the first few years of our Gracious. 
Sovereign’s reign, which abounds with good auguries 
for the prosperity of us all, as evidenced by the 
recently-extended gracious measures of relief in the 
matter of salt and income taxe3 by our parental 
Government of India.” 


AN ADDRESS FROM THE INHABITANTS OF 
RAMESVARAM. 

May it please Your Excellency,— We, the 
Inhabitants of Ramesvaram, beg respectfully to 
approach Your Excellency with this our humble 
address of welcome on the occasion of Your Excel¬ 
lency’s visit to this far-famed and sacred town of 
the Hindus, second only in all India to Benares. 
This is the first, time that the inhabitants of this 
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island have had the honour of receiving, welcoming 
and paying their dutiful homage to the Ruler of this 
Presidency and hence this day will remain a red- 
letter day in the annals of this island of the 
Setupatis. 

This visit of Your Excellency has further created 
a deep impression in our hearts of Your Excellency’s 
devotion to the welfare of those over whom Provi¬ 
dence and our Gracious Emperor have placed Your 
Excellency to rule, by the fact of Your Excellency 
having taken this trip in the hottest part of the year, 
regardless of your health. We need hardly say how 
thankful we feel for this noble sacrifice on Your 
Excellency’s part, and the nature of this weather 
is the only consolation for the deprivation of the 
honour and pleasure we should have had of welcom¬ 
ing along with Your Excellency Her Excellency Lady 
Ampthill, C.I.—a pleasure and an honour which we 
look forward to realise in the near future. 

We, as inhabitants of this island in the Indian 
soas, are proiid to think that, while our British 
brethren in the Isle of Man in the British seas had 
the honour for the first time in their history of wel¬ 
coming our Most Gracious Sovereign Lord amidst 
them, we have had similarly for the first time in 
onr history the honour of welcoming amidst us the 
Representative of that Sovereign in Your Excel¬ 
lency’s person. This island has been always held 
by the Hindus as one of their most sacred places of 
pilgrimage and no pilgrimage to Benares or any 
other sacred spot in India is complete without the 
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pilgrimage to the confluence of the two seas now 
eighteen miles away from here—and to the famous 
shrine in this town where Rama established his 
famous Lingam. The third prcikaram or colonnade 
is one of the most celebrated structures in India, 
and while receiving the unstinted praises of such 
admirers of architecture as Fergusson, this great 
and everlasting monument to the memory of the cele¬ 
brated Setupatis of old who constructed it entirely 
has attracted.in the past and continues to attract 
a very large number of visitors outside the Hindu 
religion and Europeans and Americans are not the 
least admirers of this famous colonuade. 

Our town, which was the capital of the Setu¬ 
patis when they were kings of Ramnad and ruled 
over even apart of Ceylon, has now become a village 
in the Ramnad Zamindari and is a union under 
the Taluk Board of Ramnad. With the advent of 
the railway, which has been happily opened for 
traffic during Your Excellency’s regime, our town 
bids fair to rise in importance and our wants are 
in proportion greater with a view to equip ourselves 
suitably to the position we shall very soon occupy as 
residents of a small town with tens of thousands of 
pilgrims who congregate here] on festive occasions, 
taking advantage of the newly-opened railway. 

It gives us great pleasure also to note that the 
great Pamban Harbour Scheme and the proposod 
connection of “ India’s Utmost Isle ” with the tnain- 
land by the Indo-Ceylon Railway, both of which 
schemes are fraught with unspeakable blessings to 
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the people of India, not to speak of Imperial and 
Commercial interests, are to be inaugurated during 
Your Excellency’s memorable rdgime and in the first 
•few years of our Gracious Sovereign’s reign, which 
abounds with good auguries for the prosperity of us 
all, as evidenced by the recently-extended gracious 
measures of relief in the matter of salt and income 
taxes by our parental Government of India. 

For the better supervision of the sanitation of 
the town, we beg respectfully to suggest to Your 
Excellency the separation of the now existing 
•Pamban-R&mcsvaram Union into two with two 
Chairmen, one for this town and the other for 
Pamban, and for the increase of the already insuffi¬ 
cient Police force here of four men and one officer, 
amidst a population of fivo thousand, by at least 
half a dozen men.- 

We beg respectfully to bring to Your Excel¬ 
lency’s notice that we have to travel eight mile3 to 
Pambau for suitable medical treatment. The raising 
of the minor dispeusary here to a small hospital like 
the one at Pamban will have the effect of minimising 
untold physical troubles to both the residents and 
the large number of pilgrims. 

It is with great regret that we beg to lay before 
Your Excellency that this important town has no 
English school of any kind and the parents have to 
send their children to Pamban to receive even ele¬ 
mentary education in English. We beg respectfully 
to request that this great and crying want of this 
town may receive Your Excellency’s very early and 
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favourable consideration and that a small English 
school may be established here as a memento of Your 
Excellency’s memorable visit, as Your Excellency is 
the first Governor of Madras to visit this island. 

A road to the “ Sethu,” the sacred confluence 
of the two arms of the sea—is a desideratum which, 
we beg, may be early rectified and we trust it will 
not be too much, if we beg Your Excellency to order 
the maintenance of the only road from Pamban to 
this place. The road is in utter disrepair and with 
the very heavy wheeled traffic passing on it since 
the opening of the railway, it has become extremely 
bad, we pray that, till the opening of the railway 
to this island, this road may be preserved in perfect 
condition, in the interests of the pilgrims from all 
parts of India visiting the island in thousands. 

We feel we have detained Y r our Excellency too 
long with our address and that we have tired Your 
Excellency with our requests and, therefore, will 
now conclude with our assurances of loyalty and 
devotion to His Majesty the King-Emperor through 
Your Excellency as our Sovereign’s Representative 
and with loyal and devoted good wishes for the long 
life and prosperity of Your Excelloncy and Her 
Excellency Lady Ampthill, and wishing Y our Excel- 
ency a safe journey and safe return to the capital 
of the Presidency. 

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY 
His Excellency made the following reply 
Gentlemen, —The pleasure which I naturally 
feel in visiting a place which is so sacred to all 
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Hindus, and so interesting in many other ways, as 
Rdmdsvaram, is very much enhanced by the kind 
manner in which you have greeted me. Indeed, you 
have quite embarrassed me by giving me credit where 
I myself am not conscious of having done anything 
meritorious, but I gratefully acknowledge, in thisj 
your desire to show me your personal goodwill as 
well as to express your loyal devotion to His Majesty 
the King-Emperor by honouring his Deputy. I 
do not doubt that my predecessors would have 
envied me the facilities which I have enjoyed for 
travelling hero and that, if the railway had existed 
in their time, they would, none of them, have failed 
to make a pilgrimage to Rdroesvaram, and if, as 
you have said, I am the first Governor to have set 
foot on this island, I am quite certain that I shall 
not be the last, and that all my successors will 
make it a point of visiting Rainesvaram, not only 
on account of the mythological, historical, and 
architectural interest of the place, but also in 
order to show that they are unable to ignore a spot 
which is of such deep significance to the millions 
of His Majesty’s subjects who embrace the Hindu 
religion. It is for reasons such as these that 1 

O 

was unwilling to postpone any further my visit to 
Ramesvarara, of which I was disappointed last 
October, or to run the risk of not finding another 
suitable opportunity, and, as you know, another 
strong reason which has induced me to come 
here at a season which is certainly balmy is 
the important project for carrying the railway 
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across the Straits to Parnban and. foi making a 
harbour. 

The construction of the railway will, I hope, bo 
commenced very soon, but the harbour scheme is, 
at present, merely in a stage of investigation, and 
it is not yet decided whether it will bo undertaken 
or not. It is this fact which made me particularly 
anxious to see the locality for myself before I am 
called upon to form an opinion on the merits of the 
scheme and the advisability of embarking upon it. 


The utility of extending the railway to Ramds* 
varam is unquestionable, and it will be a great boon 
to the thousands of pilgrims who visit this temple. 
I have not yet formed any decided opinion as to the 
merits of the harbour and canal scheme, but I have 
no hesitation in saying that the striking and ambi¬ 
tious project for connecting India with Ceylon by a 
railway is one which will not be taken up for some 
years to come. Still, whatever uncertainties there 
may be as regards these possible developments of 
railway extension, it is certain that your town will 
grow in importance, and that your requirements in 
the matter of police, sanitation, schools, hospitals, 
and all that appertains to a well-ordered urban 
community, will also. increase in proportion, t ou 
are doing well to look ahead and to consider these 
things, and I am glad, in your address, you have 
mentioned your present and prospective needs. .1 
regret I am unable to make any definite reply to your 
representations. As tbe text of your address only 
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reached my hands on the day I left Madras, I have, 
of coarse, had no opportunity of studying the 
questions which you bring to my notice, and making 
the necessary enquiries. It occurs to me, however, 
at first sight, that whatever claims you may have on 
the general tax-payer, you have also very strong 
claims on the multitudes of pilgrims who benefit by 
their sojourn here. Many of them, no doubt, are 
very poor folk, but I should imagine that the major¬ 
ity of them could afford to make some contribution 
towards the conveniences which are being provided 
mainly on their account, while there must be a good 
few wealthy pilgrims among whom one or more 
might be willing to give proof of their piety and 
philanthropy, say, by endowing a hospital. Again, 
is not a road to Sethu entirely for the convenience 
of the pilgrims, and, if so, would it not be right for 
the temple authorities to apply a portion of their 
considerable funds to keeping it in good order ? I 
cannot doubt that the District Board would be 
willing to take the matter up if the temple author¬ 
ities were prepared to make a substantial contribu¬ 
tion for the convenience of their pilgrims. 

Your request for a separation of the Pamban 
and Rdm^svaram Union into two Unions, seems, on 
the face of it, quite reasonable, seeing that the two 
places are eight miles apart, but I should like to 
know whether, if a separation were made, the Taluk 
Board would not find it more difficult to provide 
adequate sanitary arrangements for the thousands 
of pilgrims out of the Union funds, and how far the 
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temple contributes towards those arrangements., 
before I could express an opinion. 

As regards an English school, I am told by the 
Collector that there is an English Mission school at 
Pamban which the Taluk Board considers sufficient 
for present requirements. 

I will talk over all these matters with the Collector 
and see what can be done, but, meanwhile, I must 
ask you to be content with my assurance that I 
should bo glad to further your wishes and to do 
anything for you which is fair and reasonable and 
within the scope of the duties of Government, t 
acknowledge with gratification your assurances of 
loyalty and devotion to His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, and I note with pleasure that His Majesty's 
personal acts are observed by, and known to you, 
for you refer to the Royal visit to the Isle of Man, 
in order to make it the subject of a graceful but. far 
too flattering comparison with my own visit here. 

In conclusion let me thank you heartily for the 
interesting information which you have been at pains 
to give me regarding this sacred place of pilgrimage. 

In doing so you have manifested a very justifiable 
and proper pride in your place of abode, and also 
most courteously given me information which a 
traveller desires to have. I have heard just now, 
and I hope it is true, though you do not mention it 
in your address, that there is an intention of com¬ 
pleting the goparam of this temple. I hope it is 
really the case that this magnificent temple is not 
going to be left in its present unfinished condition, 




and that you are actually going to raise the gopuram 
to its full height. If I had had time to journey in a 
more leisurely manner. Lady Ampthill would cer¬ 
tainly have accompanied me here, and she greatly 
regretted not being able to do so. On her behalf 
and my own I thank you gratefully for all your 
good wishes. 

THE VISIT TO THE TEMPLE. 

His Excellency next inspected the jewels belong¬ 
ing to the temple and the gold and silver service of 
the God as well as the different varieties of Vahanams. 
He then wont round the temple, which is enclosed 
in a quadrangle 657 feet broad and 1,000 feet long, 
the entrance into the quadrangle being by two tall 
and stately gateways about 100 feet high, one on the 
west and the other on the east. The temple, with 
its majestic towers, its vast and gloomy colonnades 
and its walls encrusted with carved work and statu¬ 
ary, is described by Mr. Ferguson, in his monumental 
work on Eastern Architecture, as being a grand exam¬ 
ple of the Dravidian style of architecture, in all its 
greatest perfection, and at the same time exemplify¬ 
ing all its characteristic defects of design. The best 
and the most ancient part of the sacred edifice is 
built of a dark and hard limestone which, however, 
has not been used in the construction of the portions 
which are later additions. The construction of the 
most ancient portion of the building is, according to 
tradition, attributed to a Kandyan Prince who is said 
to have cut and polished the hard limestone in Ceylon. 
The magnificent corridors in the temple were created 



by pious members of the Nayak dynasty of Madura 
and the Setupati house of Ramnad. The extensions 
to the temple, which were made by the Setupatis, 
were done out of funds raised from port dues of all 
coast towns belonging to the Ramnad Zamindari 
during the time of the construction. The most strik¬ 
ing feature of the temple is the massiveness of its 
workmanship and the four gopurams which alone are 
built wholly of stone from the base to the summit. 
The central corridor leading from the sanctuary 
has on one side the portraits of the Setupatis of 
Ramnad during the seventeenth century and opposite 
to them the portraits of their principal Secretaries 
or Councillors. 

THE RETURN TO PAMBAN. 

After spending half an hour in inspecting the 
architectural beauties of the temple, His Excellency 
and party returned to the pandal in front of the 
jetty and here they had lunch. At 2-BO p.m. they 
drove to Pamban, halting on the way at Tangachi- 
madam to inspect the route of the proposed Pamban 
Ship Canal at that place. Mr. Michell here pointed 
out to His Excellency the line which was marked out 
by means of wooden spikes driven into the ground. 
After a few minutes’ stay there, the party drove ou 
to Pdmban which was reached before 4 p.m After 
tea at the Port Office, His Excellency the Governor 
and Captain the Hon’ble R. Lygon went out in a 
canoe fishing in the Bay and reached the camp at 
nightfall. 
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Catering for His Excellency the Governor and 
the party which accompanied him was undertaken 
by Messrs. Spencer & Co. who had specially deputed 
Mr. It. Dorman to supervise the arrangements which 
were in every way satisfactory. Mr. Mansfield, 
the Agent of the Madura Company, and Captain 
J. Batty, the Port Officer at Pdtnban, did their best 
to make His Excellency’s trip to Hare Island and 
to Rar.i.dsvaram and the return to Mandapam as 
comfortable as possible. 


1st April .—After breakfast this morning His 
Excellency the Governor and party left Mandapam 
by special train at 10-15 a.m. and reached Madura at 
2-35 p.m. Here they had lunch at the Railway 
Refreshment Room and transhipped to the fast mail 
train from Tuticorin. Mr. C. G. Todhunter, the 
Collector of Madura, and Mr. H. Wilkinson, District 
Superintendent of Police, took leave of His Excel¬ 
lency here. His Excellency had a few words with 
Mr. H. Moberly, the District Judge of Madura, 
who met him at the station. At Trichinopoly Junc¬ 
tion, which was reached in time for dinner, Mr. 
R. H. Shipley, the Collector of Trichinopoly, came 
to meet His Excellency on the station platform. 
Major A. D. G. Shelley, R.E., who was mainly 
responsible for all the arrangements connected with 
this short but interesting tour, took leave of the 
Governor here; as also did Mr. Michell, Engineer- 
in-Chief, and Mr. J. T. Lewis, Executive Engineer. 
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ARRIVAL AT EG MORE. 

2nd Apiil . — His Excellency and party arrived at 
Egmore this morning and was met on the platform 
by Mr. J. Twigg, the Collector of Madras, Mr. S. D. 
Pears, the President of the Madras Municipality, and 
Mr. C. H. Travers, the Commissioner of Police. 
After a Few words with those present. His Excellency 
drove to Government House, Mount Road. 

Mr. F. Fawcett, Superintendent of Railway 
Police, travelled with the party from Madras to 
Pamban and back and his staff of Inspectors and 
constables maintained order at the railway stations. 
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